Rhamnocercus stichospinus Seamster and Monaco, 1956 (Diplectanidae) 
Studies on polyonchoinean monogeneans, parasitic on marine teleost fishes, from Brazilian coastal zone are scarce. To date, three species were recorded: Encotyllabe spari Yamaguti, 1934 (Kohn et al. 1984 , 1989 , Luque et al. 1993 , 1996 .
During a parasitological survey of marine fishes from the coastal zone of the State of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 115 specimens of the sciaenid fish Menticirrhus americanus Linnaeus were necropsied and numerous polyonchoinean specimens were collected. In the present paper, Rhamnocercus stichospinus Seamster and Monaco, 1956 is redescribed and illustrated. This species is recorded for the first time from the coastal zone of the South America Atlantic Ocean. The generic diagnosis of Rhamnocercus Monaco, Wood and Mizelle, 1954 is emended herein.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The monogeneans studied are part of the material collected from 115 specimens of M. ame- Menezes and Figueiredo (1980) . The fishes measured 28.4 ± 7.7 (17-48) cm of total length, and weighed 335.7 ± 329.5 (54-1580) g. The monogeneans were fixed and preserved in 5% formalin. The parasites were stained with Gomori's trichrome and mounted in Canada balsam. Measurements were made in micrometers (µm); the range is followed by the mean within parentheses. The illustrations were made with the aid of a drawing tube mounted on a Wild M-20 phase contrast microscope. The terms prevalence and mean intensity were used according to Bush et al. (1997) . Voucher specimens were deposited in the Coleção Helmintológica do Instituto Oswaldo Cruz (CHIOC), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and in the United States National Parasite Collection (USNPC), Maryland, USA. Rhamnocercus stichospinus Seamster and Monaco, 1956 (Figs 1-9) Redescription (based on 20 whole-mount, 10 measured): body 880-1200 (990), elongate (Fig. 1) ; greatest width 133-186 (157) Rhamnocercus was established by Monaco et al. (1954) and is characterized by species having hook-like spines longitudinally distributed on the peduncle and by accessory spines clumped on the haptor. Hargis (1955) emended the diagnosis of the genus and added some information on the internal morphology and the peduncle spines. In relation to the intestinal ceca, Hargis (1955) stated "...crura unramified, apparently confluent posteriorly...". Both, Hargis (1955) and Seamster and Monaco (1956) discussed the validity of Rhamnocercinae Monaco, Wood and Mizelle, 1954 , as a subfamily of Diplectanidae Monticelli, 1903 due to the possible homology of the peduncle spines with the squamodiscs. Luque and Iannacone (1991) observed, for the first time, confluent ceca in Rhamnocercinae and, following Oliver (1987) , placed the species deRhamnocercus stichospinus Seamster and Monaco, 1956. scribed by them into Rhamnocercidae. The taxonomic act of Luque and Iannacone (1991) is not valid because these authors followed the criteria of Oliver (1987) , which in his unpublished doctoral dissertation, mentioned Rhamnocercinae at the family status. According to the International Code of Zoology Nomenclature (Article 9), dissertation does not constitute valid publication.
RESULTS

Monogenea van
The type material of the Atlantic species of Rhamnocercus deposited in the USNPC does not allow observation of internal morphology but the observation of Luque and Iannacone (1991) , in relation to ceca, is confirmed by the examination of Brazilian specimens of R. stichospinus. Yamaguti (1963) and Hargis (1955) mentioned that Diplectanidae Monticelli, 1903 is composed by species with intestinal ceca not confluent. Monaco et al. (1954) , Hargis (1955) , Seamster and Monaco (1956) , and Yamaguti (1963) include Rhamnocercus as a genus or subfamily (Rhamnocercinae) of Diplectanidae. Confirmation of the confluence of the intestinal ceca in the Peruvian and Brazilian specimens, suggest that a possible change on the taxonomic status of Rhamnocercinae should be tested through a phylogenetic analysis of Diplectanidae.
